
Tips for keeping rats at bay 

Wrap your food in newspaper or box board to help reduce odours. You can also freeze 

smelly foods like seafood and dispose of it on  collection day.  

Rats love small, dry, dark, and warm places to hide. Give carts and their surrounding 

area a good wash with disinfectant. This will make it less likely for the rats to stick 

around, as well as making it less likely to attract more. Cleaning up yard debris and  

potential nesting areas also gives them no place to hide! 

Restricting access to food and shelter will make your home less attractive to rats and 

other vermin. 

Rats have a very sensitive nose, which they use to find food, but it can also be used to 

deter them. Here are some more home repellent remedies: 

• Ammonia 

• Peppermint oil 

• Castor oil 

• Citronella oil 

Soak several cotton balls in whatever oil or chemical you’re  using, and tuck them in 

and around your garbage cans and  other places you may expect to find rats.  
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